
      WHITECHURCH PARISH,  
 

                 Sunday, 29 November, 2020. 
 

        THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
        ‘Put on the armour of light’ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 THE GREETING 
 
 May the light and love of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you.     
       
                   THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

The four candles in our Advent Wreath remind us of the story of how, 
through the years, through different people, and finally in  

 Jesus Christ, God’s Kingdom comes on earth. 
 
 Advent 1 – Patriarchs and Leaders 

Blessed be God who called Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Jacob, Moses 
and David to be the founders and leaders of his people Israel.                  

 

All: Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Abraham and Sarah were promised that, through their descendants, all the 
world would be blessed. 
         

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Moses and David, good and faithful leaders of God’s people, paved the way 
for a greater One to follow.    
               

All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The first candle celebrates the faith of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Jacob, 
Moses and David. 

All: Like them we put our faith in God 
 who fulfilled his promises 

 by sending his Son Jesus Christ 
  to be the Saviour and King of all.  Amen.  

 

A new Church Year begins today.  The four weeks of Advent (Latin adventus – 
coming) are about the coming of God’s Kingdom. It is a season of hope in which 
we look forward to ‘the last day when Christ shall come again’ to establish that 
Kingdom on earth. We also look back to those who have figured in the unfolding 
story of God’s coming to rule his people in justice and peace. 
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 PENITENCE 
 

God calls human beings to account for the stewardship of their lives … 
 

Lord, we confess we have not always used our time and our gifts wisely, 
creatively and unselfishly:   
forgive us for misusing or wasting them. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, we have not always lived in your light, or reflected it into the world’s 
darkness: forgive us for being set in our ways or complacent. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, we have sometimes ended the day in anger or hurt: forgive us for being 
unrepentant or unforgiving. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

 ABSOLUTION 
 

    The almighty and merciful Lord  
    grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins,  
    time for amendment of life,  
    and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 

 THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Let us pray …          (silent prayer) 

 
 Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on 

the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus 
Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come 
again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the 
life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.                                Amen. 

 
 

 THE SCRIPTURE READINGS: Isaiah 64, v 1 – 9. 
 

     (The prophet’s plea for mercy and help from God). 
 

(After the reading) 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 
  PSALM No. 80, v. 1 – 8, 18 – 20. 
 
         THE GOSPEL: St. Mark 13, v. 24 – 37. 
                       
                     (The need to be spiritually alert and awake). 
 

(After the reading) 
This is the Gospel of Christ. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Let us affirm our faith in God: 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come  
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.     Amen.     (The Apostles’ Creed)                                                                   

 
 INTERCESSIONS 

 

 (‘Maranatha’ – from the Aramaic language spoken by Jesus – means ‘Our 
Lord, come.’ It was used in Christian worship from early times. 

 

 God, our Father in heaven, we pray that when your Son Jesus Christ comes 
again as King and Judge, he will find us neither dead in sin nor asleep in 
apathy but alive in the Spirit and obedient in his service. Help us this Advent, 
and always, to prepare for his coming. 

 Maranatha.     

All:  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 Father God, we long for that Day when every person will acknowledge Jesus 
as their Saviour and King.  Give your Spirit to your people that we may be 
witnesses of Christ’s saving grace and agents of his peace. 

 

Maranatha.     

All: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Father God, we long for that Day when the prejudice and fears that divide 
people will lose their power, and all wrongs will be put right. We pray for our 
President, Taoiseach and Government and the leaders of this and every 
nation at this time of such daunting political and economic challenges….…   
Strengthen us to break down barriers, work for justice, and heal the world’s 
brokenness. 

Maranatha.      

All: Come, Lord Jesus. 
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 Father God, we long for that Day when there will be no more sorrow or pain. 
We pray for those who suffer now from grinding poverty, aching loneliness, or 
prolonged ill-health … Bless those who care for them, and grant to all who are 
in need, healing and strength, perseverance and hope. 

Maranatha.      

All: Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 Father God, we remember with love and thanksgiving those who have died …   

Grant us with them, and with all the saints and at this time with St. Andrew a 
share in your eternal kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.            Amen. 
 
• THE LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven…………………… 

 
 

 CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 

May the God of peace himself  
sanctify us entirely:   
and may our spirit and soul and body  
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.        Amen. 

(1 Thess. 5:23) 

                                                 THE GRACE. 

All:  The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, now and  
for evermore.  Amen. 
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